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Sunday 25th July 2010 .Ninth Sunday after Pentecost.
St Emilianos the Confessor

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 8):

To free us from our sufferings, O merciful One, You descended from on high, and endured
the three-day burial in the tomb. O Lord, our Life and our Resurrection, glory be to You!
Troparion of St Anne (Tone 4)

O Godly-minded Anna, you did give birth unto God's pure Mother who conceived Him Who
is our Life. Wherefore, you have now passed with joy to your heavenly rest, wherein is the
abode of them that rejoice in glory; and you ask forgiveness of sins for them that honour you
with love, O ever-blessed one.

Troparion of St Nicholas (Tone 4):

The truth of your dealings, our Father and Bishop Nicholas, showed you to your flock as a
standard of faith, as the image of gentleness, and as a teacher of self discipline. By
lowliness you attained to the heights, by poverty to great riches. Therefore, we beseech you,
pray to Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.

Kontakion of St Anne (Tone 2):

We celebrate now the memory of Christ's ancestors, while asking their help with faith, that
we may all be saved from all manner of tribulation as we fervently cry aloud: Be with us, O

Lord our God, Whose pleasure it was to glorify them both.
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Epistle St Paul to the Galatians 4:22-27
BRETHREN, Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman. But the son
of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman through promise.
Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai,
bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one
who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in travail; for the children of
the desolate one are many more than the children of her that is married
Gospel Matthew14: 22-34
At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the
hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time
was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against
them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And
they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them, saying "Take heart, it is I; have no
fear." And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water." He
said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but
when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me."
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "O man of little
faith, why did you doubt?" And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And when they had crossed
over, they came to land at Gennesaret.




The Existence of God

People often ask whether God exists. And if He does, how can it be proven? It is the most
difficult question that can be asked.

God certainly exists. This is apparent mainly from four things: First, faith in God is a
universal phenomenon among all mankind. From the very beginning of the time that we are
able to trace mankind on earth, we find his faith in God. The most primitive men and the
most civilized believe in God. And it is also true that we can say that their faith is not always
right. As we noticed previously, men have believed or do believe in God as a star, or an
animal, or a stone, or a man, or something else. However, the fact remains that all men of all
ages believe in God. Yet it should be pointed out that there are those who contend that they
do not believe in God. This is especially so in the twentieth century, where Marxists hold to
an atheistic theory and philosophy. Through violence, they attempt to uproot faith in God.
To some extent they have succeeded, but not entirely. The chief thing they do is that, by
destroying faith in the true God, they lead people to superstition, to belief in astrology and
different forms of fortune telling. But faith in God is so deeply rooted and natural to man
that it cannot be anything else but true.

Secondly, the existence of the world, with its multitude of precise natural laws, leads us to
believe in the existence of God. We marvel at the universe and how it is sustained in
ceaseless motion without a collision that would destroy it. Even more we marvel at the
human organism, at how much perfection and harmony it has. Its

functioning is one of the most complex and admired phenomena that exist. Have you ever
stopped to think what a complete chemical laboratory is a little flower, which can transform
water and earth into such beauty, with so many colours and fragrances? Within a single pot,
plant different seeds and you get different flowers. Isn't all of this proof that there exists a
Creator? Can there be a house without a builder? Can there be a watch without someone
having constructed it? A ship or an aeroplane or a spaceship that can travel without a
Commander? Do not be deceived when you hear about self-propelled missiles--they have
their commander from afar. Even more to the point, they have their manufacturer. We come
back, therefore, to the saying, "Every house is made by someone and He that made all things
1s God."

Thirdly, there is another powerful proof of the existence of God. That is, the voice of our
conscience. It commends us when we do what is right, moral, and just; it censures us when
we step out of line and we do what is not right, what is immoral and unjust. Who planted this
voice within us? Who else but God?

Fourthly, whether we like it or not, we must accept the fact that we all have the problem of
death. We are drawn to the belief in life after death and to a longing to return to our origin.
We feel like migrating birds that fly away and return. We do not know why we have this
feeling, but even so it leads us to believe in God and in an other-worldly origin of ours.

All that we have said up to now indicates so powerfully that there is a God, that it would be
difficult for someone to doubt it. However, the real proof of the existence of God is our faith.
The person who believes does not require any other proof or evidence. His faith is tangible
proof of God. He does not require any evidence. He feels and experiences the existence of
God. He 1s within God and God resides within him. If the faithful person needed proof of his
own existence, then he would also need proof of God's existence. But who doubts his own
existence? Perhaps only a madman. What faithful person can doubt the existence of God?
No one. But in order to be faithful, we must have a pure heart. "Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall have sight of God." Blessed and happy are those who have a pure heart, for
they shall see God.
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BIBLE STUDY : Every Friday @ 7:30 Pm we will have Bible study for the youth in the
old headquarters ( 8 Henry st Punchbowl ).We call Christian message through movies this is




why this coming Friday we will watch a movie called “PATCH ADAMS”.
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